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REMARKS 

The undersigned is grateful to the Examiner for taking the time to 
discuss this case. 

The present response amends claim 1 and requests reconsideration of 
the rejected claims. Claims 1-29 and 35-40 are presently pending. 

Claims 1-29 and 35-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as 
allegedly being obvious based on WO 93/13179 (WO '179). This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

This rejection has previously been traversed on the basis that the 
claims are directed to first forming a coating of A and then applying B. This is 
in contrast to the reference which applies A and B together. 

To emphasize this distinguishing aspect of the claimed invention, claim 
1 is amended herein to recite that a coating of a single film-forming polymer is 
formed, wherein the single film-forming polymer consists essentially of film- 
forming polymer A, and that, thereafter, a layer of B is applied. The 
amendment clarifies the previously claimed distinction of forming (as opposed 
to simply applying) a coating of A and then applying a layer of B and, thus, 
does not narrow the scope of the claim. 



P:\Parkeri\ACCVVCC0786P1US ROE 116.doc 



8 



Serial No. 09/599,174 
ACC0786PIUS 



It is respectfully submitted that the claims overcome the rejection. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Lainie E. Parker 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No.: 36,123 



Akzo Nobel Inc. 
Intellectual Property Dept. 
7 Livingstone Avenue 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522-3408 
(914) 674-5466 
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